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Summary of Speaking Proficiency Guidelines
Novice-Mid [image: image1.wmf]
Novice-Mid speakers communicate minimally and with difficulty using a number of isolated words and memorized phrases limited by the particular context in which the language has been learned.

When they respond to direct questions, they may utter only two or three words or an occasional stock (memorized/formulaic) answer.  They are able to list. 

They pause frequently as they search for simple vocabulary or attempt to recycle their own and their speaking partner’s words.

Because of hesitations, lack of vocabulary, inaccuracy, or failure to respond appropriately, Novice-Mid speakers will be understood with great difficulty even by sympathetic listeners accustomed to dealing with non-natives.

Novice-High [image: image2.wmf]
Novice-High speakers are able to handle a variety of tasks pertaining to the Intermediate level but are unable to sustain performance at that level. Conversation is restricted to a few of the predictable topics necessary for survival in the target language culture.
· respond to simple, direct questions or requests for information; 

· are able to ask a few formulaic questions when asked to do so;

· express personal meaning by relying heavily on learned phrases or recombinations of these;

· provide short and sometimes incomplete sentences in the present tense and may be hesitant and inaccurate;

· may appear to be surprisingly fluent and accurate when their utterances are stock phrases and mere expansions of learned material;

· may experience strong first language influence in their pronunciation, as well as in their vocabulary and syntax when they attempt to personalize their utterances;

· may be frequently misunderstood, but with repetition and rephrasing, they can be understood by sympathetic individuals used to non-natives;

· when asked to handle simply a variety of topics or perform functions at the Intermediate level, can sometimes respond in intelligible sentences but cannot sustain this level of discourse.

Intermediate-Low  [image: image3.wmf]
Intermediate-Low speakers are able to handle successfully a limited number of uncomplicated communicative tasks by creating with the language in straightforward social situations.  Conversation is restricted to concrete and predictable exchanges that would be necessary for survival in the target language country.  Topics might include:

· Information about self and family

· Daily activities and personal preferences

· Ordering food, seeking lodging, getting 

· transportation, asking directions, making simple purchases

Speakers at this level are still primarily reactive to direct questions or requests for information, but they can ask a few appropriate questions.

Intermediate-Low speakers express personal meaning by combining and recombining into short statements what they know and what they hear from their speaking partners.  Their utterances are often filled with hesitancy and inaccuracies as they search for appropriate linguistic forms and vocabulary while attempting to communicate.  Frequent pauses, ineffective reformulations and self-corrections typify their speech.  

While Intermediate-Low speakers can occasionally sprinkle in past and future time in their sentences, they primarily operate in the present tense to express their thoughts. Pronunciation, vocabulary and syntax are strongly influenced by first language, but with repetition and rephrasing, Intermediate-Low speakers can generally be understood by those who are accustomed to dealing with non-natives of the language.

Adapted from the ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines—Speaking
Revised 1999
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