Focus on Folktales:
The Power of Storytelling

This session shows how to use folktales as the focus of intrinsically motivating, language rich
thematic units that teach and reinforce the curriculum’s linguistic and cultural concepts. Using
French Canadian and South American folktales, the presenters model units for novice level
learners and offer resources for creating thematic units.
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A New Twist on Infogap Activities
Why?

This offers a way for students to gather information in the target language from a source other
than the teacher. The speech bubbles provide language scaffolding for the students who would
otherwise resort to English or create unintelligible questions. It also offers them multiple
situations to practice saying the new words and focus on asking questions. It provides much
more opportunity for the students to communicate in a highly structured format. This is a pure
interpersonal task because it involves negotiation of meaning.

How?

Using the template the teacher fills in bits of information in category dispersed across the
student forms. At the top the teacher fills in the speech bubbles to provide a model for the
questions. Here are some suggestions to modify the task according to language level and class
size.

e More information provided to students speeds up the activity

e Less information provided means more opportunities to talk to different people

o Alert the student to the color they are looking offers more structure
Implementation

Teacher copies forms each on a different color paper, distributes one to each student and
models the questions in the speech bubbles. She also reminds them how to react in the target
language and alerts them to the signal to set down and be quiet. The teacher clearly states that the
purpose of the activity is to speak the target language and gather information. Then the
students get up walk around and collect information in the target language. Note: the teacher
must invoke high stakes consequences for straying from the target language or simply copying
and record and reward student participation.

To download the template goto www.languageshaping.com
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{Quiénes viven en las islas Galdpagos? (rosado)

Instrucciones: Habla con tus compaifieros para obtener la informacion que necesitas para
completar tu grafica. Cuando tienes toda la informacion necesitas usarla para escribir el nombre

debajo del dibujo del animal. (Cada color es un animal diferente.)

(Qué es Cut
; ; ; ual es una
,Cémo se especial de tu (De que 6 > U
llama tu animal? clase es? carqctens‘uca
mal? fisica de tu
nimal? .
anima animal?

(Como se
mueve?

animal especial | clase | caracteristica |  se mueve
Piquero de patas | Le gusta ball’ar ) Tiene patas
azules cuando esta Es pajaro Vuela
azules
enamorado
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(amarillo)
(verde)
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(violeta)
(blanco)







