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Paris Granville

French Teacher

Pleasant Hill Middle School

January March 16, 2005
RE: Video French 1B

Dear Parents:

We are currently studying the culture and geography of Senegal in West Africa. Our learning experiences include exploring a Senegalese village, tasting Mamadou’s banana glacé, interacting with a CD-Rom by the musician Youssou N’dour. Additionally I would like the students to view the critically acclaimed “Kirikou et la sorcière”. This animated feature was released in European and African theaters in 1998. It is based on a traditional African folktale and funded by the governments of France and Senegal. The original soundtrack was composed by Youssou N’dour. 
The film tells the adventures of a small boy in typical Senegalese style, in wandering and seemingly unrelated episodes. The men of the village have disappeared trying to combat the evil sorcerer woman. Kirikou tries to free the village and the sorcerer of the evil, thus saving the village from drought and helping the sorcerer find good in herself. We will watch the video in French and participate in several learning activities such as identifying the main characters and sequencing events in the story.
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This movie has never been rated. All the action is animated. However, it portrays authentic life in a Wolof village; there is cartoon nudity. The baby boy is unclothed and many of the women wear only skirts. I am asking your permission to show this film to your son or daughter. Please feel free to withhold permission if you are uncomfortable.  


My daughter/son:______________________________ may view the video “Kirikou et la sorcière” 

Signed: ________________________________    Date: ________________________
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